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Preface

This volume is being published as part of a 5-year research project, funded by the Japan Min-
istry of Education, Culture, Science, and Technology (Monbukagakusho),on the “Replacement
of Neanderthals by Modern Humans (RNMH).” There are two basic premises of the RNMH
project. First, Neanderthals were replaced or assimilated by modern humans (Homo sapiens).
Second, the replacement or assimilation was driven by cultural differences between competing
Neanderthal and modern human groups, potentially due to some advantage(s) associated with
the culture(s) of modern humans.

The current volume focuses on how differences in the cultures of Palaeolithic or Stone
Age hominin societies might arise as a result of differences in learning strategies, social and
demographic factors, and so on. This includes the knotty inverse problem of inferring learning
strategies from actual trajectories of cultural change. With the exception of one chapter, the
replacement process itself is not addressed.

The majority of contributors to this volume are not members of the RNMH project. Nev-
ertheless, we have invited them to submit chapters, because they are leading anthropologists,
archaeologists, biologists, and psychologists who are directly involved in the effort to decipher
hominin cultural change and cultural diversity during the Palaeolithic (see list of contributors).

In addition to the contributors, we wish to thank Jelmer Eerkens, Yasuo Ihara, Jeremy
Kendal, Steven Kuhn, Charles Perreault, Katsuhiro Sano, Jonathan Scholnick, Pontus Strim-
ling, Jamie Tehrani, Claudio Tennie, and Taro Yoshida, for valuable comments on and
constructive reviews of the chapters. Their input is gratefully acknowledged.

This volume was made possible by Monbukagakusho grant 22101004 and indirectly by the
Japanese taxpayer. We are deeply grateful for their support and interest.

Finally, we thank Ken Kimlicka and Taeko Sato of Springer, Japan for their guidance
through the intricacies of the publication process.

Durham, UK Alex Mesoudi
Tokyo, Japan Kenichi Aoki
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