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Socialization via singing and dancing
activities among the San of
North-Central Namibia

Akira Takada

(Graduate School of Asian and African Area Studies, Kyoto University)

1. Caregiver-child interactions among the San

The San of southern Africa have been the subject of
extensive research due to their foraging lifestyle. Since hu-
mans have lived by foraging since prehistoric times, the life-
style of the San can be assumed to be of considerable antig-
uity. In addition, studies on the San lifestyle have been re-
garded as providing vital clues for understanding the funda-
mental nature of human caregiving, child behavior, and hu-
man development (Konner, 1977, 2005). Accordingly, some
features of San childhood have been considered representa-
tive of the hunter-gatherer lifestyle.

The San actually comprise several clusters of people,
the best known among them being the Ju|’hoan (Barnard,
1992 : 39). The Jul’hoan mother —young child bond has
been found to be long-lasting and extremely close, with a
much greater degree of mother — infant physical contact than
that between their American and English counterparts (Kon-
ner, 1977). Moreover, Konner (1977 : 297-298) observed
frequent physical contact between the Ju|’hoan—not only
between mother and child but also between other adults and
young children. Although children were closely supervised,
they were also given considerable leeway despite their con-
tinuous physical proximity to adults.

Traditionally, children were not weaned until they be-
came 3 or 4 years old or until their mothers became preg-
nant again (Draper, 1976 : 214-215; Konner, 1977). This
late weaning is assumed to be interrelated with the long in-
terbirth interval among the Ju|'hoan. After the long period of
nursing, children began to develop a strong attachment for
child groups consisting of multi-aged children. Older chil-
dren in the group took over many caretaking functions, thus
largely obviating the need for parental vigilance after the

child had attained the age of 3 or 4 years (Konner, 1977 :

290). These children had ample time to play, through which
they became familiar with the natural environment. The
characteristics are thought to be inseparable from the no-
madic lifestyle of the Ju|’hoan, as it requires many years to
achieve competence as a hunter-gatherer (Draper, 1976 :
209-214).

The abovementioned studies were conducted in the
1960 s and 1970 s ; since that time, virtually all of the San
groups have experienced drastic social changes. Thus, it
would be interesting to explore how these changes have af-
fected their caregiver —child interactions. Moreover, recent
research has emphasized the presence of significant cultural
diversity among the various San groups (Barnard, 1992).

This article is based on field research conducted among
the !Xun San in north-central Namibia, who are neighbors
of the Jul’hoan and have close associations with agro-
pastoral peoples. The !Xun and Ju|’hoan exhibit several so-
ciocultural and lifestyle similarities, which have formed the
basis for a “regional structural comparison” (Barnard, 1992)
between the two societies (for more details of the ethno-
graphic background of these two groups, see Takada
(2007,2008)).

2. Method

Beginning in 1998, I conducted field research among
the !Xun based in Ekoka, a village established for the San
by missionaries of the Evangelical Lutheran Ovambo/
Kavango Church (ELOC). During the study period that
commenced in 1998, Ekoka had a population of 169 !Xun.

This study is based on focal observations of caregiver-
child interactions that occurred in natural settings during my
field research in Ekoka. The data were mostly obtained us-
ing two methods. First, in August 2004, I used a checklist to

record interactions involving children from infancy to the
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end of their fourth year. These data pertained to a total of
17 children : three O-year-olds, four 1-year-olds, three 2-
year-olds, three 3-year-olds, and four 4-year-olds. I per-
formed continuous observations of each focal child using a
1-0 recording protocol with 30-second intervals. I analyzed
the following focal behaviors : touching, i.e., another person
being in physical contact with the child ; suckling, i.e., the
child’s suckling on the mother’s breast ; and child group in-
teractions, i.e., the child’s behavior while participating in
the activities of a group of children, without the supervision
of adults. All the variables were calculated in terms of the
percentage of bouts wherein the focal behavior was dis-
played from among the total number of observed bouts.
Each child was observed for 8 hours, comprising a total
number of 960 bouts, which were distributed across 10 day-
light hours. Each observation session lasted for 48 minutes,
followed by a 12-minute rest period.

Second, in August 2008, I recorded the singing and
dancing activities of the !Xun child groups using a video
camera. All of the recordings were made in natural sur-
roundings. In addition to taking field notes when the activi-
ties occurred, I transcribed parts of the videotapes with the
aid of my informants. In order to enable a musicological
analysis of the data, I also got some of the audio-visual re-
cordings transcribed in the form of musical scores using mu-

sic notation software (Finale 2009).

3. Contemporary caregiver-child interactions among the

!Xun

The tendency of !Xun mothers to touch their children
decreased as the child grew older. In the first year after birth
(children aged O years), infants had physical contact with
their mothers in 62% of all the bouts observed during the
daylight hours. In the case of children aged 1, 2, 3, and 4
years, touching declined to 28%, 20%, 7%, and 4% of the
observed bouts, respectively.

In his earlier study, Konner (1977 : 292-297) had re-
ported that the rate of mother-child physical contact tended
to gradually decline as the child grew older, amounting to
about 30% of the daylight hours by the middle of the child’s
second year. My data show a similar trend, although the
amount of touching by !Xun mothers is slightly lesser than
that by Ju|"hoan mothers.

The amount of touching by other caregivers did not

show a clear relationship with the development of the child.
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In the case of children who were less than 1 year old, touch-
ing by other caregivers was observed in 29% of all the
bouts, whereas in the case of children aged 1, 2, 3, and 4
years, caregiver touching was observed in 43%, 38%, 25%,
and 42% of bouts, respectively. According to Konner
(1976 : 222-228), in the first year after birth, Ju|’hoan in-
fants were in physical contact with people other than their
mothers for approximately 10-30% of all daylight hours.
This trend is similar to that indicated by my data for the !
Xun. However, it should be noted that apart from the focal
child’s mother, other children who resided with the focal
child acted as caregivers to a considerable extent among the
!Xun. Draper (1976 : 209-214) reported that Ju|’hoan chil-
dren were not required to participate in providing subsis-
tence or caring for younger children. In contrast, the !Xun
children played a significant role in these activities.

Among the !Xun, suckling was observed in 9%, 7%,
and 1% of all bouts involving 0-, 1-, and 2-year-old chil-
dren, respectively. In all cases, the mother breastfed her
child. Similar to Ju[’hoan mothers, !Xun mothers nursed
their infants briefly, usually for a few minutes at a time and
at frequent short intervals. Konner (1977) observed that ap-
proximately three-fourths of Ju[’hoan children were nursed
until they were 2-3 years old (Konner, 1977 : 292-293).
However, the present data indicate that !Xun children are
weaned from breastfeeding earlier than their Ju|’hoan coun-
terparts. Among the present-day !Xun, mothers and other
caregivers start feeding their children items other than breast
milk when the children are less than 1 year old. Thereafter,
in the second year after birth, the children undergo a dietary
transition from breastfeeding to solid baby food. Suckling
ceases almost completely toward the beginning of the third
year, regardless of the mother’s parturient or non-parturient
status.

Previous studies have indicated that one of the reasons
for late weaning among the Ju|’hoan is that solid foods suit-
able for babies are largely unavailable or limited due to their
foraging subsistence pattern. In contrast, the !Xun live in
close associations with Owambo agro-pastoralists, who have
various types of infant food. In addition, I observed a case
in which a mother applied a bitter grass paste on her nipples
in order to facilitate the weaning of her 10-month-old baby.
The Owambo have a similar custom. Therefore, it is plausi-
ble that the earlier weaning among the !Xun has been facili-
tated by the development of a sedentary lifestyle, accompa-

nied by close contact with the Owambo.
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Konner (1977 : 290) pointed out that when the close
mother-child relationship declined, as the children grew
older, Ju['hoan children began to switch from a strong at-
tachment to the mother to an attachment to a multi-aged
child group. A similar trend was also observed among !Xun
children.

Child-group interactions increased in direct proportion
to the age of the child. In the 0-year-old age group, child-
group interactions were rarely observed, comprising only 2%
of all bouts. However, in the case of 1-year olds, child-
group interactions were observed in 21% of all bouts. The
percentage of child-group interactions increased to 41% in
the case of 2-year-olds, 58% in the case of 3-year-olds, and
63% in the case of 4-year-olds. Thus, older children spent
most of the daylight hours with other children.

It has been established that Ju|’hoan child groups rarely
engage in foraging activities or daily chores (Konner, 1977 :
290). In these respects, childcare activities performed by !
Xun child groups differ considerably from those performed
by their Ju|’hoan counterparts. Due to their earlier weaning,
1Xun toddlers aged 1-2 years often participate in multi-aged
child groups. Older children habitually take care of these
youngsters. In the remainder of this article, I will discuss
how the young !Xun children become involved in these

multi-aged child groups.

4. Singing and dancing activities among !Xun children

In this section, I will explore the role of singing and

dancing activities that are enthusiastically performed by !

(1m20s ~1m54s)

Xun child groups. For the !Xun, singing is inseparable from
dancing. In the !Xun language, the words “ge’e” and
“tcxae” denote ‘“song” and ‘“dance,” respectively. Singing
and dancing activities comprise a large portion of the child-
group interactions and provide a major source of pleasure
for !Xun children. However, younger children often needed
some assistance from the older children to join in the activ-
ity. I will demonstrate some examples of this, based on a

video clip recorded in Ekoka.

4.1. Oa kolo onyanga

In the following incident, a 26-month-old girl G was
sitting on the ground next to D, a 3-year-old boy. F, an 11-
year-old girl who is a G’s mother’s younger sister, enjoined
G, “G, come and dance. You come and dance.” Following
these invitations, G moved toward the singing and dancing
circle formed by the older children. Soon the girls began the
Owambo song called Oa kolo onyanga, which literally
translates as “you make an onion” in Owambo. The phrase
actually means “you make a mistake.” This song originally
refers to Mr Mwdipo Hamutenya, previously an executive of
the South West Africa People’s Organization (SWAPO), the
ruling party of Namibia, who had enjoyed the strong support
of a great majority of people in the area. Mr Mwdipo Ha-
mutenya has recently founded his own political party, and
the SWAPO supporters regard this as a bad move, i.e., “a
mistake.” Note that although the !Xun children of Ekoka
primarily use the !Xun language in their daily communica-
tion, most of the songs that they performed originated from

the Owambo.

oakolocnyanga__mwidipo_

oakoloonyanga_mwidipo___ oa kolo_onyanza

oa kolo onyanga mwidipo——

o: mwidipo_oa kolo onyanga___

oa kolo__ onyanga

oa kolo__onyanga______

o: mwidipo—oa kolo onyangamwidi

po— oa kolo_onyanga______

oz kolo_onyanga____

Figure 1 The lyric and music score of Oa kolo onyanga
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line |C (13:3) F (11:0)

1 oa kolo onyanga

you make a
mistake

oa kolo onyanga mwidjpo oa
kolo nyanga

you make a mistake, Mwidipo,
you make a mistake

3 oa kolo onyanga mwidjpo

you make a mistake, Mwidipo

4 oa kolo onyanga mwidjpo
you make a mistake, Mwidipo

Ak

o: mwidlpo ga kolo onyanga
mwidipo o0a kolo on yanga

Oh, Mwidipo. You make a
mistake, Mwidipo, you make a
mistake

oa kolo onyanga mwidijpo oa
kolo onyanga <
You make a mistake, Mwidipo,
you make a mistake

o: mwidljpo oa kolo onyanga
mwidipo oa kolo onyanga

Oh, Mwidipo. You make a
mistake, Mwidipo, you make a
mistake

LY

8 oa kolo onyanga mwidjpo
You make a mistake, Mwidipo

Figure 2 Singing/dancing activity (2): Oa kolo onyanga

Figure 2 Singing/ dancing activity(2) : Oa kolo onyanga

Figure 1 provides the musical score of the song, Oa
kolo onyanga, that was chanted at that time. C, G’s
mother’s younger sister, who is 13 years old, repeated a
phrase (“oa kolo onyanga mwidipo”) while simultaneously
tapping rhythm on a water container. The transcription of
lyrics and utterances is given in Figure 2.

When C started singing and drumming, F and another
girl began clapping, while two other girls began a rhythmic
dance at line 1. Thereafter, at the next phrase, G started
clapping (line 2) and then stepping according to the rhyth-
mic dance steps (line 3).

The children then proceeded to the next phase of the
dance. This consisted mainly of the children making funny
poses, accompanied by the musical phrase “oa kolo onyanga
mwidipo oa kolo onyanga.” While playing this song, the
children alternately repeated the stepping and posing phases.
At the beginning of the posing phase, at line 5, G was still
clapping and stepping (upper photo). Moments later, how-
ever, G followed suit and began making similar poses at line
6 (lower photo).

In these interactions, the older children’s utterances

46

served as triggers for G to initiate dancing with them. G
then imitated the older children’s actions, although she could
not imitate them exactly. All of the older children knew the
dance script and were therefore able to sing and dance in
unison without difficulty, brilliantly improvising their steps
and poses. Even though nobody gave them precise verbal in-
structions, the younger children were eager to imitate the ac-
tions of their elders. The older children often regarded this
imitation as a part of the dance script, even though these ac-

tions were not perfectly synchronized.

4.2. Dance for a marriage

The following incidents showcase a different type of
imitation observed in child-group interactions. I once at-
tended a Christian-style wedding. This custom has been ac-
cepted in the area as a result of many years of missionary
work. However, it is not easy for the !Xun people in Ekoka
village to arrange for all the necessities for the ceremony
and the subsequent wedding celebrations. In fact, the couple
who undertook the wedding ceremony had already been liv-

ing together for many years and even had several children
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together, although their relationship had not been registered
by the church. Therefore, they decided to have a wedding
ceremony at the church in the nearby town of Okongo. After
the ceremony, the bride and bridegroom returned to Ekoka
in my vehicle. On our arrival, a crowd of people immedi-
ately surrounded the bride and groom and began to perform
a rhythmic dance, accompanied by a song of celebration. In
addition, they repeatedly chanted the phrases “e he : i” and
“ararararararara,” while a woman played a harmonica.
These practices originate from the Owambo style of wed-
ding celebration.

Three days later, I was confronted with an impressive
scene. A group of !Xun children were imitating the wedding
dance near my camp at Ekoka. The focal child G, who was
25 months old at the time, was dressed up in a white dress
and wore a crown of flowers; she also held a bouquet of
flowers, and her face had been made up by some of the
older children, including her classificatory aunt (her
mother’s younger sister). They then began to sing and dance
in imitation of the wedding celebrations.

Figure 3 shows the transcription of the lyrics and the
musical score. As was clearly indicated by her costume, G
was allotted the role of the bride, which usually calls for
fewer movements during the wedding cerebrations. Right
from the onset of the singing and dancing activity, G stood
at the center of the dance circle, allowing the older children
to groom her as the bride. She then walked forward and
stopped in front of the video camera. In accordance with the
dance rhythm, the older children would repeatedly move to-

ward G and then turn around, while simultaneously singing,

clapping, and dancing together (upper photo). G, meanwhile,
observed the older children and then glanced at her bouquet

(lower photo). The song consisted of several polyphonic

2 2

phrases such as “ararararararara,” “e he e he: i,” and
“tchi kandoa ma kain” (translated as “that thing is good”),
and this gave rise to a very harmonious performance. Thus,
the dance was characterized by a division of roles. In order
to participate in the activity, not all the participants needed
to be fully acquainted with the temporal structure of the
song and dance. The older children allotted appropriate roles
to the younger children, and all were allowed to take part in

the activity.

5. Participation in a shared rhythm

These examples represent participation frameworks
wherein a 2-year-old child was involved in singing and
dancing activities. The participation frameworks of these ex-
amples are different with regard to (1) the configuration of
the direction and extent of the participants’ attention, (2) the
complexity of the activity and the skills required to engage
in it, and (3) the semiotic resources used to establish the
multiple boundaries of the activity. In Oa kolo onyanga, the
older children invited and encouraged the focal child to start
dancing, which she did by imitating the older children’s ac-
tions. The older children regarded these imitations as part of
their common dance script. In Dance for a marriage, the
older children allotted the role of the bride to the focal
child. This enabled her to participate in the complex activity

at the very center of the dance circle, while the older chil-
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Figure 3 The lyric and music score of imitative dance for marriage
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dren danced back and forth around the focal child.

The structural features of singing and dancing activities
generate divergent participation frameworks that transcend
those of ordinary conversations. First, each singing and
dancing activity follows certain script, which ensures the
progress of the activity and makes the temporal structure of
the activity projectable. This helps young children to per-
ceive and to become involved in the sequential organization
of the activity. Second, each singing and dancing activity
usually comprises multi-modal and multi-party interactions,
which results in the complex organization of such activities.
This complexity provides young children with a variety of
clues for taking part in an activity, even if they do not fully
understand its entire structure. Third, singing and dancing
activities render space meaningful, i.e., insignificant space is
transformed into meaningful place through contingent mu-
tual accommodation among the participants. In addition,
singing and dancing activities are sensitive to the environ-
ment. Children make use of the spaces and materials that are
available in the here and now, in accordance with the pro-
gression of the activity. This also facilitates playful improvi-
sation, which is often incorporated into the dance climax.

The abovementioned examples also bear some implica-
tions for studies on socialization. Caregiver —child interac-
tions among the San foragers are known to contrast with
those among agrarian societies. However, we can observe
rapid social changes in the caregiver —child interactions
among the San. For example, although the San are known to
have an extremely close mother — child bond — one that lasts
for about 3 or 4 years —the present situation of the !Xun al-
lows even 2-year-old children to participate in a multi-aged
child group. In addition, most of the songs chanted by the !
Xun children observed in this study had originated among
the Owambo agro-pastoralists. Even in this situation, the !
Xun continue to maintain their tradition of multi-aged child
groups, which are usually outside the supervision of adults,
regardless of whether they are agro-pastoralists or foragers.

Older children can not only initiate activities among the
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child group but also decide the manner of their performance,
particularly in the case of singing and dancing activities.
Consequently, the !Xun children have incorporated these
new aspects into their own way of playing. The children’s
culture is thus characterized by flexibility and plasticity in
the face of a changing environment. The active imitation ob-
served in the children’s culture is key to the regeneration

and creation of their social organization.
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Knowledge and Skill on Hunting Activity among the Baka Hunter-gatherers in Cameroon :
An examination of their transmission

Koji HAYASHI (Kyoto University)

In this presentation I will take on a subject of the daily practices of the Baka hunter-gatherers in the tropical rainforest of
Cameroon as a way to introduce the current state of intergenerational transmission of knowledge and skill in hunting and slaugh-
tering activities. This will help to understand a number of issues and changes concerning social conditions, natural environment,
and awareness of the Baka people surrounding these hunting activities. From the 1950s onwards, the Baka have become increas-
ingly settled. Subsequent increased educational opportunities brought about by progress in human rights and reduced hunting fre-
quency due to conservation efforts has prompted apprehension at the gradual limiting of opportunities to transmit their knowledge
and skill on traditional hunting to the next generation. Additionally, there is also a need to consider changes in the Baka’s atti-
tudes towards, and the relationship with, wild animals that have made with them following the market economy. The Baka have
managed to remember and transmit distinct knowledge and skill for each element of a process that involves capturing wild ani-

mals for use as food in their livelihood sphere for slaughtering, preparing, and eating each of them.
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Ways of knowing and ways of learning :
A sketch of proposed research
at Yuendumu, central Australia

Yasmine Musharbash

(University of Sydney, Australia)

Abstract : Undertaking research in central Australia poses its own specific challenges, some of which I will outline in

this paper. In it, I introduce my research location, research context and methodology, and the core question I aim to ad-

dress : culturally specific ways of knowing and ways of learning and what they entail. I present a brief case study illumi-

nating the inherently different nature of some ways of knowing between an Indigenous and a non-Indigenous Australian

person, and take this as launching pad from which to explore some of the theoretical and ethnographic challenges ahead.

My paper has two parts: In the first, I introduce my re-
search history and the location of my research. In the second
part I explore the questions I would like to investigate over
the next four years. I illustrate their relevance, and the chal-
lenges they pose theoretically, ethnographically and method-

ologically with a case study from my most recent fieldtrip.

Being a product of Free University Berlin (where I studied
from my undergraduate years through to a research based
MA degree) and the Australian National University, where I
gained my PhD under the supervision of Professor Nicolas
Peterson—it is fair to say that my anthropology is firmly
grounded in the British tradition of social anthropology with
a strong leaning towards phenomenology. I continue within
this tradition in my teaching and research as a lecturer at the
University of Sydney. I have undertaken research with three
distinct populations in Australia: Torres Strait Islanders,
non-Indigenous Australians and Aboriginal people from
across central Australia. My most sustained research contact
has been with Warlpiri-speakers at the central Australian
Aboriginal settlement of Yuendumu, where I have been con-

ducting research annually since 1994.

The theoretical focus of my work spans, broadly speaking,
across four domains. The first of these, the cluster of social-
ity, spatiality, temporality, lies at the core of my research.
Sociality, or the ways in which humans relate to other hu-

mans, expressed through distinct ways of being in and view-

ing the world lies at the core of all my work and spatiality
and temporality are the main axes from which I explore
such ontologies. Under this large umbrella, I have under-
taken distinct research into inter-generational relations, so-
cialisation, childhood and youth, which—naturally—will
flow into the current project. A long time interest of mine
has been cross-cultural comparison and cross-cultural inter-
action, which, in central Australia is part of everyday life
through the quotidian dramas of Indigenous/non-Indigenous
social interaction, the ensuing relations and socio-cultural
transformations. Lastly, I have a deep interest in the anthro-

pology of the emotions and constructions of personhood.

Yuendumu, the community where I began my research ca-
reer in 1994, and the place to which I return annually is lo-
cated in the southern region of Australia’s Northern Terri-
tory ; about 300 kilometers northwest of Alice Springs, the
closest township. It is home to Warlpiri speakers, called
Warlpiri people or—this is their own word for themselves—
Yapa. Warlpiri people used to be nomadic hunter-gatherers,
whose homeland spanned the central Australian Tanami de-
sert. In the 1940 s, following some contact with pastoralists
in the region, a gold rush in the Tanami a decade or so ear-
lier, the 1928 Coniston massacre during which up to 100
Warlpiri people were killed in a punitive raid, and a recent
drought, the federal government through the Department of
Aboriginal Affairs established a number of government ra-

tion stations in which Warlpiri people (and other Aboriginal
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people from neighbouring lands) were sedentised (the other
main settlements were Hooker Creek, now called Lajamanu
and Warrabri, now called Alekerange). Some Warlpiri peo-
ple came voluntarily, others were brought in by patrol offi-

cers.

Yuendumu was founded in 1946, or 65 years ago, meaning
the oldest people still alive today grew up in the desert be-
fore sedentisation, but the majority was born and raised dur-
ing settlement times. These, local people divide into two
distinct periods, ‘early days’ and ‘after or now’. The period
of “early days” had many characteristics of institutionalisa-
tion : Yuendumu, as many other settlements at the time had
an all-powerful superintend. Part of the administration was
given to the Baptist Mission, which looked after the school,
clinic and communal kitchen. Things changed in 1969 when
security entitlements began to be paid to individuals, and in
1978 the first elected council took over settlement admini-
stration. After this, grassroots organisations began to sprout
up, such as

* the Yuendumu Women’s Centre, which started Night
Patrol at Yuendumu, as well as the Old People’s and
Child Care centres,

*  Warlpiri Media which produced Manyu Wana—A
Sesame Street like programme in Warlpiri, as well as
many other resources for Yuendumu School, by now
bilingual, and later on produced Bush Mechanics and
Aboriginal Rules, and

e the internationally renown Warlukurlangu Artists As-

sociation.

Still, the situation at Yuendumu paralleled that of many
fourth world peoples across the globe and mortality rates, al-
cohol misuse, unemployment and illiteracy continued to
rise ; something that currently in Australia is discussed as a
by-product of the liberal climate of the “self-determination
era”. The so-called “NT Intervention” (or : Northern Terri-
tory Emergency Response) was launched by the previous
conservative government in 2007 and continued under the
last two labour government and is in effect at Yuendumu. It
encompasses a raft of policy implementation (many operat-
ing under suspension of the Racial Discrimination Act),
from quarantining 50% of people’s welfare entitlements to
intense government surveillance of everyday life and at-
tempts to change “behaviours and practices”. Following

Prime Minister Kevin Rudd’s official “Apology” to the sto-
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len generation and a there made promise to the next genera-
tion, young children constitute a particular target. As the
current Prime Minister, Julia Gillard, said in the third PM’s

“Closing the Gap Speech” just last week :

We can be most confident of meeting two of the six
targets.

To halve the gap in mortality rates for Indigenous chil-
dren under five by 2018.

To ensure access to early childhood education for all
Indigenous four years olds in remote communities by
2013.

We should be confident these two targets are on track.
(http : // www. pm. gov. au/ press-office / work-will-go-
speech-house-representatives, accessed 24 February
2011)

In terms of my proposed research this means that there is an
intersection between Warlpiri early childhood socialisation
and state-funded early childhood care. To date, the Yuen-
dumu Childcare Centre has managed to navigate with deli-
cate balance the thin line dividing non-Indigenous licensing
requirements and Indigenous wishes as to how children
should be cared for and looked after. The non-Indigenous
coordinator and the Indigenous carers, with whom I will col-
laborate closely, to date have managed to create what they
consider a “best of both worlds” environment at the child-
care centre, it remains to be seen whether the current cli-
mate of surveillance and interference will permit such ac-

tions much longer.

In sum, what we find at Yuendumu today is a highly fluctu-
ating population of 400-800 Indigenous residents, a resident
population of about 100 non-Indigenous residents (service
providers), a never-ending flow of non-resident non-
indigenous policy advisors, administrators, public servants
coming through daily, resulting in a high level of govern-
ment involvement in/surveillance of day-to-day decisions,
actions, and practices and lastly, high rates of feuding and

inter-Indigenous violence.

The Yuendumu nexus of learning, teaching & knowledge

The current situation at Yuendumu, coupled with my en-

gagement in this exciting inter-disciplinary project on learn-

ing allow me to pursue an number of my research interests



concurrently : It is just not possible anymore to research
childhood socialisation in the camps of Yuendumu alone—
the childcare centre and the state need to be included in any
such investigation, or, put differently Indigenous/non-
Indigenous relations and their impact and influence on child-
hood socialisation need to be considered simultaneously. I
have attempted something similar in another domain in my
PhD research, where I looked at Warlpiri ways of dwelling,
or constructing and living in domestic space and the impact
on vernacular practices by the provision of Western-style
housing. In my book, Yuendumu Everyday (Musharbash
2008), I examine this intersection of different social prac-
tices in historical perspective and the effects it has on con-
temporary Warlpiri everyday life. In this current project,
rather than focussing on camps and houses, I want to inves-
tigate ways of teaching!), ways of learning, the kinds of
knowledges thus produced and how they intersect both in
the camps of the settlement and at Yuendumu Childcare
centre. The following case study elucidates what I mean by

kinds of knowledges :

At Yuendumu, at night, people arrange themselves into
rows, called yunta. Yunta provide protection at night when
asleep, they create a feeling of safety and shelter, they are a
long standing social practice of sleeping but also a place of
socialising, story telling, and of learning before falling
asleep. Last December, during my research scoping trip, a
non-Indigenous friend of mine, Tasha, a young woman
working with Aboriginal people in Alice Springs, came to
visit me at Yuendumu. As I always “live in camp” when at
Yuendumu, she stayed there, too, and at night was part of
our yunta. She lay on one side of me, and one of my
‘adopted” Warlpiri grandsons, 11-year old Marley, on the
other. She asked, loud enough for all in the yunta to hear
“hey, which way are our heads facing?” and after I told her,
Marley, in Warlpiri said to me “she is really myall, isn’t
she?” ‘Myall’ is a word used all across Australia, the most
polite translation of which is ‘stranger’. Its former alleged
usage was as a term for Aboriginal people who came in
“from the bush” and were found by those who had come in
earlier to lack knowledge about dress-codes, food stuffs and
new ways of living. Today, at Yuendumu, ‘myall’ is often
used as a term to describe someone who knows nothing, is

ignorant, or stupid.

Marley, of course, knew which way his and our heads were
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facing, he knows the cardinal directions at Yuendumu and
surrounds (and as I found out in January, he knows them
also in Sydney where he came to visit me) at all times. He
is growing up in a place and a society that neo-Whorfians
describe as having ‘absolute’ rather than a ‘relative’ spatial
cognition. People with absolute spatial cognition use cardi-
nal directions to conceptualise where they themselves and
anything else in space is located. As Bateson and Mead
(1942 : 6) put it for the Balinese (whose intricate spatial sys-
tem is explored in more depth in Wassmann and Dasen
1998 ; for a comparative example from Aboriginal Australia
cf. Levinson 1997) :

The words for the cardinal points are among the first
that a child learns and are used even for the geography
of the body. A Balinese will tell you that there is a fly

‘on the “west” side of your face’.

The fly, of course, will be on the “east” side of your face if
you turn 180 degrees. On the other hand, the relative sys-
tem, as practiced by speakers, for example, of Indo-
European languages uses left and right, back and front—tak-
ing one’s own body as the primary point from which to ex-
perience space. This has been well established by Piaget (for
example, see Piaget 1951 ; 1956), and in terms of language
use and everyday perception by Lakoff and Johnson (1980).
Naturally, there are combined systems and variations, such
as found among certain Mayan speakers (cf. for example
Danziger 1996). Wassmann describes the concerns of neo-
Whorfians thus :

There are many reasons to think that spatial conceptu-
alization is central to human cognition. Spatial under-
standing is perhaps the first major intellectual task fac-
ing a child. Above all, spatial thinking informs our con-
ceptualizations of many other domains, such as time
(‘before tomorrow’), social structure (‘low class’, ‘dis-
tant relatives’), music (‘flat notes’), mathematics (‘high
numbers’) and emotions (‘high’, ‘depressed’) (Levinson
1992 : 8). Spatial conceptualization also appears to be
of interest when examining cultural relativity, since
spatial conceptualization is clearly highly constrained
by the nature of the physical world ‘out there’, as well
as by the nature of human psycho-biology with its vis-

ual system and upright nature. (Wassmann 1994 : 646)
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While the debate in the main seems to circle around which
one is first: cognition or language?—my interest lies else-
where : what kind of personhood and social relations, or
what kind of sociality, is produced by learning, knowing and
later in life conveying and passing on a certain system and
not another. Put differently, how is the self perceived if it is
not the centre of the cosmos, as it is in relative spatial sys-
tems. What are the similarities and differences in ideas of
the person and how persons relate to each other and their

world between one system of knowledge and another?

Spatial cognition, naturally, is only one aspect of this ques-
tion, the immediate next one is located on the temporal
plane. Here, my colleague Victoria Burbank’s recent work
with Australian Aboriginal people at Numbulwar (northeast
of Yuendumu, in southern Arnhem Land) is of immediate
relevance. Her paper “From Bedtime to on time” (Burbank
2006) compares Western and Aboriginal practices of putting
children to bed and how they engender radically different at-
titudes towards time, attitudes which become jarring in the
interactions between the state and Aboriginal children and
adults when it comes to being on time at school and work,
committing certain numbers of hours to school and work

and so forth.

This radical difference is mirrored in Marley’s and Tasha’s
different perceptions of space : while Marley always knows
where, say east, is, this is something Tasha has to enquire
about or work out with the help of the sun, shadows, stars
or a compass. Marley, who like most Warlpiri people I
know, regularly mixes up left and right, finds Tasha’s lack
of knowledge about cardinal directions puzzlingly stupid.
There are things Marley, an 11 year old Indigenous boy
knows, implicitly, in an embodied way. This kind of knowl-
edge, this kind of being in the world is not granted to Tasha
who was brought up differently, who knows things differ-
ently and who knows different things. Different ways of
teaching, and learning, and different knowledge systems lead
to different ways of being in the world, different ways of re-
lating to the world and different ways of thinking about the
world. The resultant difference in social practices and atti-
tudes between Indigenous and non-Indigenous peoples in
Australia, at this point in time, is seen as responsible, at
least in part, and often implicitly, for the gap in health, edu-
cation and socio-economic status between the two popula-

tions.
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Undertaking research in the camps of Yuendumu and at
Yuendumu Childcare Centre, in the current political climate,
I hope, will allow me to investigate not only Warlpiri ways
of teaching and learning but also the intersection between
those and Western ways of teaching and learning. My pri-
mary focus is on what and how children learn. My anthro-
pological aim is to theorise from that about socio-culturally
specific Warlpiri ideas of the person and the way the person
relates to others and their world—and how they are chang-

ing in a rapidly changing world.

Schematic Overview of Proposed Research

In the following, I provide a schematic overview of the re-
search background to sketch the ethnographic context, con-
ceptual framework, methodological challenges and potential

insights.

Speaking in the most general terms, socialisation can be
seen as the process by which a child is turned into a socio-
culturally specific kind of person. Socialisation stands for
the totality of processes by which a child learns and is
taught—including, most crucially for my research—implicit
and embodied aspects of these processes. Put differently, so-
cialisation is not a process that takes place on the verbal/lan-
guage level exclusively, nor are many aspects of it con-
sciously undertaken. Anthropological research into socialisa-
tion thus must pay careful attention to aspects of socialisa-
tion which are not verbalised or even thought about. I have
begun to look at some of these, and the ways in which the
Warlpiri person is coached into being by socialisation (and
in a parallel process out of being in the case of senile per-
sons) in previous research (Musharbash In Press). There, I
focussed on the Warlpiri domain and drew on much histori-
cal research. In the current climate, as a first step, different
socialisation processes as they are practiced at Yuendumu
need to be taken into account: Indigenous and non-
Indigenous ones. These can be analysed on a number of lev-

els.

While a focus on the processes of socialisation, the kind of
teaching and learning that takes place (as well as how it
might change over time) is important (Figure 1), so is a fo-
cus on the kind of person produced by different kinds of so-
cialisation, or Yapa (Warlpiri) and Kardiya (non-Indigenous

Australian) personhood (Figure 2).



socialisation

Figure 1 Socialisation transforms child into socio-culturally
specific person

Vapateachingand
__[earnir_pg

Figure 2 Child turning into Yapa person or Kardiya person
depending upon socialisation process

Figure 3 Intersection of processes of socialisation

These realities can be examined on another set of levels, by
focussing on the child, on the processes, or on the person,
and comparatively on all levels. In the current politico-
historical climate, lastly, the intersection of processes and of
personhood need to take a primary place in an investigation

of teaching and learning at Yuendumu (Figure 3).

Clearly, the proposed research is a huge undertaking. I pro-
pose to undertake it in steps, and will begin with a focus on
how spatial and temporal concepts are learnt and understood
by children at Yuendumu, both at home and at the childcare
centre. Methodologically, I will rely heavily upon participant
observation, again, in both research locales : around the set-
tlement and camps of Yuendumu and in the childcare centre.
This initial participant observations will be augmented by

interviews and focus group discussions with the childcare
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coordinator, childcare workers, and parents. After analysis of
this first data I will consider the next steps. My hope is that
over a four or five year cycle of annual research I will be
able to provide ethnographic insights into the individual
steps of the schematic as I have outlined it here, and thus

contribute to the larger project.

Note

(1) For the purposes of this paper ‘teaching’ is defined in its
broadest possible sense to include all actions and processes dur-
ing childhood socialization which impart some kind of knowledge
to the child. These include verbal and non-verbal practices, can

be reflexive or emulative, and so forth.
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The Nature of Play Among Aka
Forest Forager and Ngandu Farmer
Children of the Central African
Republic

Adam Howell Boyette
(Ph. D Candidate, Washington State University)

Play is a ubiquitous activity among the young of most mam-
malian species, and is clearly a central feature of the lives of
human children. It has therefore been hypothesized that play
is an adaptation, having increased the chance of survival of
those individuals who played over evolutionary time. Play is
complex and variation is among its core features. The adap-
tive nature of specific types of play is not always clear,
though evidence suggests that with greater sociality and
greater cognitive abilities there is greater complexity to play.
There is little research on children’s play across human cul-
tures, though enough exists to say there are universal play
types and there is variation between cultures and between
sexes within and across cultures. This study is the first sys-

tematic, observational study of children’s play across child-
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hood (years 4 through 18) in two cultures. The Aka are a
mobile, foraging people whose culture emphasizes egalitari-
anism, sharing, and autonomy, whereas the Ngandu have an
economy based on farming and commerce, and emphasize
hierarchy, materiality, and obedience in their cultural values.
Play was coded as social, solitary, or as emulation of true
productive activities. Individual activities were further cate-
gorized into 11 types of play and 12 types of emulated ac-
tivities. Ngandu children spend significantly more time in
play than Aka children across childhood, though both play
less frequently with age. Play types such as object play, ex-
ploration play, and chase play show similar patterns across
cultures and sexes, and decrease linearly with age (univer-
sals), whereas rough and tumble play is more frequent in
boys than girls in both cultures (sex-specific). In general,
Ngandu children are found to have greater variance in time
spent in different types of play, and greater sex differences
(culturally-determined) . Cultural, sex, and age patterns in
children’s play are explained in reference to human biologi-
cal and cultural evolution, and the implications for social

learning and cultural transmission are considered.
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Tools, Body and Brain

~In Reference to Children's Play
and Sensory Integration~

Yasuko Minoura

(Professor emeritus, Ochanomizu University)

This presentation consists of two parts. In the first part
Ayres’ theory of sensory integration on the mental and
physical development through children’s play is introduced
as a possible hint to explore appearance of motor and cogni-
tive capability to produce Mousterian stone tools by Homo
Sapiens Neandertalensis. The four stages of sensory integra-
tion from birth to around age seven are discussed along with
treatment to let children, who suffer from the underdevelop-
ment of sensory integration, learn how to use their body.
The second part focuses upon human hands as key body
parts for tool-using and -making behavior and indicates how
precision grip differs from power grip in terms of activation
of motor neurons. The presentation suggests that the Hand
Test, a projective test developed in the field of clinical psy-
chology, may be employed to collect data about how chil-
dren use their hands in hunting-gathering societies in order

to estimate how Neandertalensis use their hands.
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The International Conference on
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(Montpellier, FRANCE ; September 22-24, 2010)
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